Hepatic arterial infusion chemotherapy combined with hyperthermia for metastatic liver tumors of colorectal cancer.
The efficacy of combined hepatic arterial infusion chemotherapy and hyperthermia for unresectable hepatic tumors of colorectal cancer was retrospectively compared with hepatic arterial infusion chemotherapy alone. Nine cases were treated with combination therapy and eight cases were treated with hepatic arterial infusion alone. The response rate in the combined hepatic arterial infusion/hyperthermia group was higher (44% v 25%) and the survival period longer (2-year survival, 35% v 12%) than in the group treated with hepatic arterial infusion alone. The toxicity was not severe, with the exception of gastrointestinal symptoms, suggesting that this combination of modalities is useful in the treatment of metastatic liver tumors.